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INTRODUCTION
TOTHEU

The United Nations is an international organization founded
in 1945. Currently made up of 193 Member States, the UN and
its work are guided by the purposes and principles contained
in its founding Charter. The UN has evolved over the years to
keep pace with a rapidly changing world. But one thing has
stayed the same: it remains the one.place on Earth where all

the world’s Mationg#Can_gather-together, discuss, common
probler nd fmd shared solutions</that beneflt all of
humamty/ '/

The! main purpose [of the United Nations is to,‘maintain
international peace land sectrity, develop friendly| relations
among/ hations; promote human rights, and encourage
international cooperation i/ raddressing’ global challénges.
The organization serves as a global platform where countries
can collaborate to address commor.~challenges/” such as
conflict, ~_poverty, mequahty, ~climate _ change and
humanitarian “erises. It operates under” the prmaple of
sovereign equality, where—every- membe_y state” has equal
representation=in—the-General Assembly, regardless of its
economic or political stature. Through its various organs,
agencies, and offices located in New York, Geneva, Vienna,
and Nairobi, the UN continues to play a central role in
promoting peace, security, development, and human rights
worldwide.
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COMMITTEE OVERVIEW

The Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee
(SOCHUM), also known as the Third Committee of the
UNGA, is one of the six principal committees of the
General Assembly It serves. as the primary forum for
deliberating;on global social, “humanitarian, and
human //r hts/ \isSues, _fostering interhational
cooperatzi/ng 0 promote the dignity, equal1ty, and
fundamental freedoms ‘of all people; It aims to-protect
fundamental human rights, safeguard vulnerable
populat1ons and resolve global social, human1tar1an
and cultural Challenges ,f ' A\\ |/ /

While-.its resolut1ons dre | not legally b1nd1ng they
carry ‘considerable political ‘and” normative’ we1ght
often shaping international standards 1nfluenc:1ng
domestic policy, and- guiding the work of specialized
United Nations— agéncies " .and— humanitarian
organizations.
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Forced displacement remains one of the most significant
humanitarian and human rights challenges confronting the
international community. Armed conflict, persecution, political
instability, human rights violations, and natural disasters continue to
force millions of people from their homes each year. While refugees
seek protection across internationally recognized borders, internally
1§ (IDPg)'remain_within their own\cCeuntries, often
facing si /l;hreax/ but Ander different legal and \inistitutional
frameworks /B/ th /groups frequently encounter ‘barriers | to safety,
access/to /@sentlal services;, and-the-realization)of their fundamental

rlghts /)

'

The grofx?ifihg scale and, compléxity of displacement have highlighted
the need for greater (international'coopéeration and more, efféctive
protection | mechanisms. | Host., gountries, /particularly those /with
limited “resources,, often face ‘considerablé Social, economic, and
administrative, pressutres Whlle respondings to large displaced
populations. At the same time, prolonged _eonflicts /and emergmg
challenges;..including climate-related - “disasters sand protracted
displacement, continue to test the capacity of humamtarlan actors
and existing 1nternat10nal frameworks AL T

s T —

Protecting the rights -of”"ﬁréfdgees and ILDPS extends beyond the
provision of emergency assistance. It requires ensuring access to
education, healthcare, legal identity, employment, and other
fundamental rights while promoting dignity, inclusion, and long-term
stability. Achieving these objectives demands coordinated action
among Member States, United Nations bodies, regional organizations,
and civil society, alongside a commitment to balancing humanitarian
responsibilities with national interests and state sovereignty.
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KEY TERMS AND
DEFINITIONS

i. Refugee:

A refugee is a person who has been forced to flee their country due to a
well-founded fear of persecution based on race, religion, nationality,
membership of a particular social group, or political opinion, and is
unable or unwilling to return because of that fear.

ii. Internall . erson (IDP) AR\ N
An intern peréon (IDP) is-an mdmdual whq has\been forced
to flee tﬂelr e due o armed conflict, generahzed violence, human

rights v1¢1at/)%15 dlsasters or o’ther crises’but hasnot crossed an

mternatl recogmzed border remammg within their own'country.
‘x,z = —_— \\/ /I

iii. Asylu Seeker ’ L . o /

An asylumy seeker isa persdn who l}as sought international protectlon in

another country and is-awaiting a Hec1s10n on t];relr elalm for reﬁugee

status. Not all asylum seekers are’ ultlmately recogmzed asy refugees

. p
‘\ -—r.,_ y J .

iv. Stateless Person, ) TAY - v~ /
A stateless person is.someone who is not Cons1dere{i a na’tlorial by any
state under the-operation-of its laws. S,taLelessness can&gn/ ficantly limit

access to fundamental’ rlghts aﬁi increase vulnerefblhty to displacement.

v. Forced Displacement

Forced displacement refers to the involuntary movement of individuals
or communities from their homes due to armed conflict, persecution,
violence, human rights violations, or natural and human-induced
disasters.
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vi. Non-refoulement

Non-refoulement is a fundamental principle of international refugee
law that prohibits states from returning individuals to a country
where they would face persecution, torture, or other serious threats
to their life or freedom.

vii. Durable Solutions

Durable solutions are long-term approaches that enable refugees
and displaced persons to rebuild their lives in safety and dignity. The
three internationally recognized durable solutions are voluntary
repatriation, localintegratieri, and third-eeuntry resettlement.

viii. Volunfafy Repatriation

Voluntafly répatriation/s thé voluntary return. of refugees to their
country of ofigin/whén conditions allow them to do so safely,
voluntarily/and with dignity.

ix. Local Integration

Local integration is'the proeessthrough which refugees are'legally,
econommically, socially, and-culturally incorporated’into their host
country, allowing them to estaplish stable‘dnd sélf-sufficient lives.

X. Third-Country Resettlement . ,
Third-country resettlement is the transfer of a refugee frem the
country where they initially soughtprotection-to.another state that
has agreed to admit them-and provide permanent protection.

xi. International Protection

International protection refers to the legal and practical measures
provided by states and international organizations to safeguard the
rights, safety, and well-being of refugees, asylum seekers, and, where
applicable, other forcibly displaced persons.

08
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xii. Host State

A host state is the country that receives refugees or asylum seekers
and assumes responsibility for providing protection and ensuring
access to rights and essential services in accordance with national
and international law.

xiii. Country of Origin

The country of origin is the state from which a refugee or displaced
person has fled or been displaced. It is often central to discussions
regarding the causes of dlsplacement and prospects for voluntary
return. )

Xiv. Humaﬁltarlan Ass1stance

Human1tar1an assistanée comprises.the emergency relief.and
essential serviceg providéd to'populations affected by crises,
including'food, shelter, healthcare, sanitation, education, and
protection/ to preserve life and alleviate suffering,

xv. Vulnerable Groups T

Vulnerable groups are 1nd1v1duals who face helghtened risks'during
displacement due to factors.such as'age, gender; disability, health
status, or.other circumstances. These-group'sﬁ'often include'women,
children, older persens, and persons with dlsablhtles and’ ‘may
require targeted protection measures. /

09
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\CKGROUND

The Origins of International Refugee Protection (1945-1951)
The unprecedented displacement caused by the Second World
War revealed the absence of a comprehensive international
framework for the protection of displaced populations. Millions of
people across Eufope were “left without hemes, Citizenship, or
legal pro gf 'o,n dep{c)nstratmg the feed-fora coordinated
internati %spﬂnse xIn 1950;the United Nations established the
Office' bf the United Kations High-Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR),efollowed by the adoptlon of the 1951 Convention Relating
to the Sfatus of Refugees. The Convention‘established the legal
defmltl()n of a refugee and otitlined the rights of refugees,and the
obllgatlons of states, mcludmg the pr1n01ple of non- refoulement

: . ff .
The Expansion of Refugee Protection (1967—1990s)
The 1951 Refugee Conventiony/initially focused prlmarlly on
displacement in Europe before1951./The- 1967 Protocol Relatmg to
the Status. of Refugees removed these 11m1tat10;:rs makmg it
universal. During'the Cold War and the decolomzatlon period,
conflicts in Afriea, Asia, and/I;atm Amerlca led-to-new patterns of
displacement that hlghhghted the need for-more inclusive
international responses.
At the same time, the international community increasingly
recognized that many displaced people did not cross international
borders, particularly in the Balkans and the Rwandan Genocide,
where large numbers of people were displaced within their own
countries and often lacked legal protection.
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These crises contributed to the development of the 1998
Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, which, while not
legally binding, established an internationally accepted
framework for the protection of internally displaced persons.

Contemporary Dlsplacement Crises and.Emerging Challenges
(2000s- Présent) A '

Confllcts-"mrSyna, Myanmar,,Ukraine, Suddn,and the Oc¢cupied
Palestinian Territory have/displaced millions of people, placing
significant pressure on host countries and humanitarian
system’ss showing that displacement is no-longer solely'an
emergency issue-but also a development governance, and human
rights.challenge. ' (( '

In addition, contemporary displacement is mcreasmgly shaped
by factors such as climate=réelated disastersy food insecurity,
urbanization, and funding shortfall§ in-h@imanitarian operations.
The growing gap between humanitarian needs‘and‘available
resources has limited the capacity of international organizations
to provide adequate proteetion and assistance:

11
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1. Armed Conflict and Generalized Violence:

International and non-international armed conflicts, civil wars,
insurgencies, and widespread.viglence frequently endanger
civilian popula’tlons damage critical infrastructure;.and disrupt
access toﬁséentlal servie€s. In many cases,prolonged insecurity
prevents dlsplaced personsfrom returning-home, contributing to
long- term_ displacement andincreasing humanitarian.needs.

Y, State Sanctloned or Systematlc Persecution:

Persecution based on race, religion, nationality, pohtlcal oplmon
ethnicity, or membership ofa partlcular social group contintes
to force individuals to seek safety either Wwithin/their own
countries orjacross.international borders. Discriminatory laws,
restrictions on fundamental freedoms, arb’itrary detentionjand
targeted.violencé may leave affected populatlons withlintited
options other-than displacement. Such circumstanees. often
require sustained international-attention to ensure the
protection of affected 1nd1v1duals while respecting international
legal obligations.

3. Environmental Degradation and Climate Shocks:

Rising sea levels, prolonged droughts, floods, desertification, and
extreme weather events can undermine livelihoods, damage
infrastructure, and intensify existing social and economic
vulnerabilities. It often interacts with conflict, poverty, and weak
governance to increase the likelihood of forced movement.
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4. Development Projects and Resource Scarcity:

Large-scale development initiatives, including infrastructure
projects, urban expansion, and resource extraction, may
result in the displacement of communities when adequate
safeguards and resettlement measures are not implemented.
Increasing competition over essential resources such as land,
water, and food-can contribtite tossocial tensions and
instability; particulatly inregions.already experiencing
economic/or/enyironmental-stress.

5. Weak Governance and Institutional Fragility:

Weak governance, political instability, corruption, and
limited/institutional capacity can exacerbate existing
vulnerabilities and increase the risk of/displacement. Where
publi¢ institutions aredinableion unwilling to uphold therule
of law, protect human rights, or respond effectively to ctises,
communities may face heightened insecurity and redtced
access to.essential services. .

6. Funding Constraints-and-Humanitarian Capacity
Humanitarian-agencies oftén deal with significant funding
shortages that hinder their ability to provide adequate
protection and support to displaced populations. As the
global number of forcibly displaced persons continues to
grow, the financial and logistical resources often fail to meet
the rising humanitarian demands. A lack of funding can
affect the delivery of essential services, long-term recovery
efforts, and overall sustainability of humanitarian operations.
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7. Legal and Institutional Protection Gaps

Even with international legal frameworks like the 1951
Refugee Convention and the Guiding Principles on Internal
Displacement, gaps still exist in protecting refugees and
internally displaced persons (IDPs). While refugees have a
solid international legal foundation, IDPs often depend on
their own governments swhich may.not have the resources
or desire exo] prov1de proper-protection. Additionally,
inconsistent enforcement of-international‘obligations,
limitéd local latvs, and Wweak institutions continue.to obstruct
effective protection, Many displaced individuals remain at
risk of’ explmtatlon discrimination, a§'well as long term
insecurity. :

14
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EHOLDERS

1.Refugees

Having crossed international borders to escape persecution,
armed conflict, or other serious threats, they often face challenges
in accessing legal protection, education, healthcare, employment,
and long-term stability,_;whﬂé_édapting to life in"host countries.

&
vV

2. InterAW1splaced Persons (IDPs) ,

IDPs ¢ontinte to fall undér the-protectiomnof their national
govemment They frequently experience dlsplacement due to
confllct,__molence, disasters, orenyironmental factors while facing
limiféd-"éécess to humanitarian assistance and essential sefvices.

3. Host States (1

Host states play a central role in pfovidingprofection
humanitarian-assistance, and access'to essentlal services for
displaced populations. Many host’ countfies, partlcularly those
receiving large-numbers of refugees, face mgmﬁcant €eonomic,
social, and administrative pressures.while balancmg mational

priorities with mtematlonef[ obligations. et

4. United Nations and International Organizations

Organizations such as the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), the International Organization for Migration
(IOM), UNICEF, and the Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) coordinate humanitarian assistance,
support protection efforts, advocate for displaced populations, and
assist Member States in responding to displacement crises.
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5. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Civil
Society

International and local NGOs complement the efforts of
governments and UN agencies by providing emergency
relief, legal assistance, healtheare, education,
psychos/%iéﬁ sup_poft, and-community-based protection
progra.{n'rges. Theydlso play-an important role'in
advocac‘}};, awdrenessyand.the.promotion of hiiman rights.

6. Lacaland Host Communities .
Communities hostingirefugees and IDPs are directly
affected by displacement through increased demands on
housing, education, healthcare, emplo'yl_fnent, and public
services. |
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1. Myanmar
In August 2017, Myanmar's military launched large-scale
"clearance operations" in, Rakhine State following attacks by
the Arakan ohmg)/a Salvatlon Army (ARSA). The campaign
involved W spread kllllngs sexual violence, and the
destruc’g r{ of V1llages forcing over 740,000,Rohingyato
flee [to/Bangladesh. Combined with earlier displacement,
Bangladésh now hosts-6ver one millien Rohingya refugees,
primarily in Cox's Bazar, the'world's largest refugee. \/
settlement. The crisis is\exacerbated by the 1982 Citizenship
Law; which effectivelyfendered most Rohingya stateless,
denying them citizénship-and fundamentalrights. |

2. Ukralne ) [/ { )

Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukrame on 24 February 2022
triggered one-of the fastest-growing dlsplacement crises
since the Second Wo;;l.d War Within.months, millions fled
to neighbouring Etiropéan countries while millions more
became internally displaced. The EU activated the
Temporary Protection Directive for the first time, granting
displaced Ukrainians immediate access to residence,
employment, education, and healthcare without undergoing
lengthy asylum procedures.
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3. Sudan

Since fighting erupted between the Sudanese Armed
Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in
April 2023,/Sudan has experienced, the World s largest
dlspla(ﬁﬁent crisis#By the end of 2025, |
approx1mately 94 million people remained mtemally
dlsplaced within Sudan while'millions moré had fled
to/ngighbouring ¢otintries, including Chad, South
Sudan, Egypt, and Ethiopia; The conflict has
devastated civilian mfrast;ructure disrupted |
humanitarian.aceess, and contributedto severe food
msecurlty and dlsease outbreaks P 4
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1.1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees

The 1951 Refug onveptfon remains the cornerStene of
internatio ﬂéZe;f’ige aw. I established.the mtematlonally
recogmz mt', /;1 of’/ a refugee, outlined the rights-afforded to
refugeeé deflned the obhgatlons of states\towards individuals
seeking p I?GCUOD Oné of its\most- sxgmflcant principles-is non-
refoulement, which prohibits states from returnmg refugees to
terrltorles/ where they may, faee persecutlon i \7/

\ /

2.1967 Protocol Relatlng to the Status of Refugees

Originally, the 1951 Convention applied onlyto persons dlsplaced in
Europe before 1951. The 1967 Protocol removed these’geographical
and temporal llmltatlons -allowing the ( anventlon to apply Y
universally and ensuring its continued relevanc,e’ m addressmg

v

modern displacement crises. L fai

3. Guiding Principles _on"I'htéi‘nal Displacement (1998)

Recognizing that internally displaced persons remain within the
borders of their own countries and are therefore not protected
under the Refugee Convention, the United Nations introduced the
Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement in 1998. Although
these principles are not legally binding, they provide internationally
accepted standards for preventing displacement, protecting IDPs,
and supporting durable solutions

19
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4. Global Compact on Refugees (2018)

Adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2018, the
Global Compact on Refugees seeks to strengthen international
cooperation in responding to refugee situations. It encourages
greater respon51b111ty sharmg ameong Member States supports
host : _—
communitie Xpa{ds epportumtles for refugee self—rehance
and prqmeté/tlurable Soldtions through Voluntary
repatrlatlorr local mtegratlon and third=country resettlement.

f"

/

| / '
/
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INTERNATION
ORGANISATION

1. United Natlo igh C Ji mlss1bner for Refu (UNHCR):

HC/RAS the ‘primary UN agency.responsible
e8ydsy sylum-seekers, ‘stateless persoﬁs and in
m(all)/ d1s laced persons. The agency
coordina Zs(/humamtarlan ass1stance supports. voluntary

repal\era facilitates resettlement programmes, and advocates
for th pé’tectlon of—dlspfaced populatlons worldwide. |\ \/ /

.'F" )

\
2. Internatlonal Organlzatlﬁn f?fr Mlgratlon (IOM): A\ /

IOM works closely with gevernnlents and hlfmanltarlan par‘tners to
support mlgrants and dlsplace’d populatlons through, emergency
assistalice; resettlement programryes data‘collection, capac;lty—

building, and long “term recovery i 1n1t1at1ves / // /

-\ —
3. United Natlons Offlce for the Cor‘alnatlonof Huma/nltarlan
Affairs (OCHA): -~ /C N\~

OCHA coordinates international humanltarlan responses during
emergencies, bringing together UN agencies, governments, and
humanitarian organizations to improve the delivery of assistance to

crisis-affected populations.
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4. United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF):

UNICEF focuses on protecting displaced children by
supporting access to education, healthcare, nutrition, child
protection services, and psychosocial support during
humanitarian cris_es.

5. Office )(( 1./he Umted Natlons High Commlssmner for
Human nghfs (OHCHR):

OHCHR mohitors and promiotes theprotection of human
rights, prov1des technical assistance to-Member States; and
advocates for the rights,of refugees, IDPs, and other vulnerable

populations in accordance with international human rlghts law.
. .-f_'_,
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QUESTIONS A RESOLUTION
MUST ANSWER

1. How can Member States strengthen national and international legal
frameworks to ensure the protection of refugees and internally
displaced persons (IDPs) while res ecting state sovereignty?

2. What m Gztjy/{ca ' proyereﬁgees and [DPs’ a\}e\ss te essential
services, ng -,a;t’lgn healthcare housmg, foo@@e&rlty, and
1egal(}? yrionita n? /N / SO\ N\ NN N

F‘- || | / / \ // = / _‘\7 | I TI

4 \
3. How/céan/the Internatlona{feamIpumty promote equ1table
res o‘x“l ility- sharrmgamfstreng?chén suppeort for host cour\ltr1ef
accom datmg large dlsplaced populatlons? ' /
4. What st‘rategles can Meré)er S ates adopf to /prevent for&ed ’/
dlsplacement by addressmg its gh&ler ying drwers ncludmg armed
confh\gt persecutlon env1ronrpental degradytlm and resource

msecurlty? :- ) / ¢ L/ //‘

5. How can humanltarlan actors ensure that the. pecﬁﬁc O#atection
needs of vulner_,a}_iﬁleig/oug __,_iecﬁve’ry add/ esseﬂ_ﬁr ghout all
stages of displacement? -~~~ N

6. What mechanisms can improve coordination among governments,
United Nations agencies and international organizations to deliver
effective humanitarian assistance?

7. What accountability mechanisms should be implemented to address

violations of the rights of refugees and IDPs, including within
designated humanitarian or safe zones?
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