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TOTHETJ

The United Nations is an international organization founded
in 1945. Currently made up of 193 Member States, the UN and
its work are guided by the purposes and principles contained
in its founding Charter. The UN has evolved over the years to
keep pace with a rapidly changing world. But one thing has
stayed the same: it remains the one.place on Earth where all
the W(‘)—‘I;?%‘S /ﬁatlonsr can_gather~together, discuss. common
proble: and fmd shared solutionsthat benefit all of
humamtyf '

The! méin purpose [of the United Nations is to,‘maintain
international peace land security, develop friendly| relations
among/ hations; promote human rights, and encourage
international cooperation in ( raddressing’ global challénges.
The organization serves as a global platform where countries
can collaborate toaddréss commor.~challenges/” such as
conflict, ~_poverty, mequahty, ~climate . change and
humanitarian “erises. It operates under” the pr1nc1ple of
sovereign equality, where—every- membe;f state” has equal
representation=in—the- 'General Assembly;regardless of its
economic or political stature. Through its various organs,
agencies, and offices located in New York, Geneva, Vienna,
and Nairobi, the UN continues to play a central role in
promoting peace, security, development, and human rights
worldwide.
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COMMITTEE OVERVIEW

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six
principal organs of the United Nations and is primarily
responsible for maintaining international peace and security
by resolving international conflicts, imposing sanctions, and
deploying peacekeeping forces. Ttuis.the only UN body with
the author 't)/co make€ legally-binding deeisions, that member
states are obllgated £o implement) according-to| the UN
Charter Chapters VI, and VII.UNSC canalso refer\cases to
the International Criminal Court (ICC) and ‘monitor Weapons
of Mass’ Destruction (WMD) The Council is reliant on the
support ‘of member | nations for military personnel /and
resources, needed for the 1mp1ementatlon of the proposed
solutions. ;

The Securlty Coungil is/ composed of 15 members: 5
Permanent. members (P5): /China,” Francey | the~ “Russian
Federation;-the \United Kingdom, and the” Umted States of
America, and.10 Non-permanent members elected for two-
year terms by the G_ene_ral Assembly.. Permarient members
can veto; thus, if even oné€ of the P5 countries votes “No” on a
substantive resolution (not procedural), the resolution fails.
When the UNSC fails to maintain peace due to a veto or
deadlock, the UN General Assembly (UNGA) can step in,
under the "Uniting for Peace” resolution (Resolution 377 A
(V), 1950).
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INTRODUCTION
TO THE AC

Tensions built over decades through the 1979 Revolution,
nuclear negotiations, sanctions, and proxy wars. But the
direct war began on February 28, 2026, when the US and
Israel conducted airstrikes on Iranian targets. Iran retaliated
with missile and drone attacks on US bases in Qatar, Kuwait,
and Bahrain. By March Aprll 2026, both.sides had agreed to
a temporary pause”chrough mediation led by Paklstan
However, 1] a‘f pafuse broke down in July 2026 after-new
attacks on,sh1ps in/the/Strait of Hormuz and renewed US
strikes ofyIranian/air defense systems. As of July 2026, the
conflict’is ongoing with) intermittent ceasefires that are’
repeatedly Vlolated /

Although diplomatic proposa__is‘;'have beenexchanged, no
binding UNSC resolttion ha$ passed die 'te";disagreements
Meanwhile, sh1ppmg in.the Strait of Hormuz remains-under
threat, civilian casualties rise; and the risk of the/ conflict
spreading to other states is high. The UNSC is-the. only body
that can legally-authorize a ceasefire, depley momtors and
create consequences forviolations: Failure-to act could lead
to a wider regional war and a global economic crisis. The
agenda asks the Security Council to move beyond
statements and create a practical, enforceable ceasefire
framework that stops the US-Iran war, protects civilians,
secures vital trade routes, and restarts diplomacy.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Operation Ajax & The Shah (August 1953): The CIA and British
MI6 orchestrate a coup to overthrow Iran's democratically
elected Prime Minister, Mohammad Mosaddegh, after he
nationalized the British-controlled oil industry. The US
reinstates Shah Mohammad-Reza-Pahlavi, cementing a pro-
Western, a zorltarlan reglme that breeds decades. of deep-
seated aﬁ /mencan resentment |

[ :/;/
/, y

Revolutlon & Hostage Crisis (1979 =4981): The US-backed Shah
is overthfewn, and Ayatpollah Ruhollah Khomeini establishes the
Islamic Republic. ITn November;1979, radical Tranian students
storm the/US Embassy in Tehran; taking 52 Americans hostage
for 444 days. The US severs formal dlplomatlc fies, a rupture
that remains permanently in effect '

The Nuclear Deal (2015"— 2018): Following years of erippling
economic sanctions and covert cyber warfaré (suchas the US-
Israeli Stuxnet-virus), the Obama administration-spéarheads the
JCPOA agreement. Iran agfegs to severelylimitits nuclear
enrichment in exchange for sanctions relief. In 2018, the Trump
administration unilaterally withdrew from the treaty and
launched a "maximum pressure" economic campaign,
prompting Iran to restart its enrichment programs.
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The Assassination of Qasem Soleimani (January 2020): A US
drone strike in Baghdad kills Major General Qasem Soleimani,
the architect of Iran's "Axis of Resistance" proxy network. Iran
retaliates with a massive ballistic missile barrage on US bases
in Iraq, marking its first direct, overt strike on US forces in
decades.

The 'Twelve-Day War' (June 2025): A direct exchange of
strikes between Israel and Iran spirals beyond control. USA
intervenes by bombing 3 Iranian niuelear sites, while Iran
strikes a US/base in Qatar. Though-a brief'ceasefire-holds, the
UN's nuclear-watcidogf(the JAEA).warns that Iran has'amassed
enough matetrialfora rapid weapons-grade breakout:

Operation Epic Fury (February 28, 2026): Responding.to heavy
[ranian\domestic crackdowns/and the perceived imminent
nuclear threat, the'US and Israel latinch massive joint
preemptive airstrikes. The opération hits key nuclear
infrastructure and results in the ‘assassination of Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei.Iran retaliates with.regional missile
strikes and-fully blocks the Strait of Hormuz, crippling the
global oil supply. "

The Islamabad Memorandum (June 17,2026): Brokered by
Pakistan and Qatar, a 14-point interim ceasefire is signed
remotely. It trades the reopening of the Strait of Hormuz and
temporary oil sanction waivers for a 60-day freeze on all
active hostilities. Structural issues regarding proxy networks
and nuclear ceilings are completely deferred.
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The Ceasefire Collapse (July 8, 2026): Because those core
structural gaps remain unresolved, the interim framework
violently collapses. The US launches renewed strikes on
roughly 90 Iranian military targets, and the IRGC instantly
retaliates against US military installations in Kuwait, Bahrain,
and Qatar. This is the exact flashpoint where your UNSC
committee will convene.
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CcuU ENT SITUZ

Following the signing of the Islamabad Memorandum (MoU)
on June 17, 2026, the international community anticipated a
60-day window to negotiate a permanent settlement.
Instead, the framework collapsed.within three weeks,
plunging theregion nto a volatile "no War, no' peace” status.
The primany-catal St fof the ceasefire’s failure was the
disputed /QQ{{C rol/over the Strait of Hormuz. Desp1te the
MoU's|core objective to redpen thetrait for global oil
transit, flran sought to assert control over the waterway.
Iraniaty naval forces began warning commercial ships to use
pre-approved routes and, follow regime-mandated protocols
with the tiltimate goal of colleetmg trans1t fees from \ |/ /
international shlppmg <.

When these demands were ignored,. Iran followed through on
its threats, firing on multiple vessels mcluclmg thee”
commercial ships between July 6 and July 7. This dITCCt
kinetic activity tested the absolute limits-of the Islamabad
MoU. On July 7th, US. forces stepped-up direct strikes
against Iranian naval and coastal assets. Later that day,
President Donald Trump officially declared that he
considered the June truce to be over.
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3 days later, the U.S. Treasury Department imposed new
sanctions on Iranian financial facilitator Ali Ansari. This move
violated a clause within the MoU that committed the U.S. to
avoid imposing any new economic sanctions on Iran during
the 60-day window. Iran responded by launching heavy
ballistic missile barrages againstl.S. military bases stationed
in Qatar, Q_man' and JeTdan, the very nations actively
attemptifig mediatfen.President Trimp announees that the
U.S. mili'taf}’;'will’ actively’blockade Iran in.the Strait.of
Hormuz arld bégin charging shipsfor safe passage under U.S.
naval protection.

The sitliation on the groundis deadlocked. Neither side
appears capable-of fully/deterring thether, yet both\are
attempting to avoid @ return/to the massive/theater-wide
combat seen during Operation EpicFury. in Febrlary:
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1. Mistrust: Iran, following Operation Ajax, JCPOA
withdrawal and Regime Change rhetoric in 2026, does not
trust the USA to protect its state soverelgnty and

2. The S,tralt of Hormuz Under the United Nations"
Corrcentlon on the Law of the Sea(UNCLOS), the Strait is
Classrfled as an 1nternat1ona1 strait Where all vessels’ enjoy
the/right of trans1t passage, However, Iran has not rat1f1ed
UNCLOS, ergo.| it recogmz’es only the more restrictivé
right of ' mnocent passage Whenever the USA thredtens
Iran, it weapomses the stralts freedom of passage

3.The Nuclear Dilemma: Once a nation po/ssesses a
stockpile of 60% enriched uranium, the physmal and
mathematieal steps requlred to enrich-it to-weapons
grade, which is 90% are incredibly small. This gap can be
bridged in less than a month. The USA and Israel claim to
have received intelligence that Iran was close to achieving

it.
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4.The Israel-Iran Rivalry: Post-1979, the Islamic Republic
adopted an uncompromising anti-Zionist stance, framing
Israel as an illegitimate Western outpost in the Middle
East. Israel operates under a defense policy (the Begin
Doctrine) which dictates that no regional adversary
hostile to Israel's existence can be allowed to acquire
nuclear weapons, pushing the-u.S. toward a military
solutjon’ ’

5.Conflicting Hegemonic Interests: The U.S. seeks to
preserve secure global tradepoints (like the Strait of
Hormuz), protectsits regional allies, and prevents any
single hostile power{from dominating the Middle East's
vast energy-reservesiMeanwhile, Iran has built a
"Forward Defense" Stratégy r funding, training, and
arming, the Axis of Resistance (Hezbellah in Lebanon, the
Houthis in Yemen, and various Shia-militias/in Iraq)
Resultantly;.they'll project theirpower inJUSA'intefest-
points-and make it so costly and unstable/thatthe U.S. is
forced to withdraw.——
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6.The Structural Defects of the Islamabad Memorandum:
The agreement ordered an immediate freeze on military
operations but failed to establish a neutral, third-party
UN monitoring mechanism on the ground to verify
compliance. The framework demanded a ceasefire from
"all active fronts,' but completely ignored the
decentralized command-and=eontrol structure of Iran's
regio 91/f)roxy-nétworks (the-:Axis of Resistance"), which
the/US-holds/Tehran responsible for. Lastly;.itleft
exist'iﬁg: complex unilateral Treasury\sanctions.active.
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EHOLDER

1.The United States of America: With thousands of U.S.
troops stationed across the Middle East, the U.S. is facing a
severe casualty threat. Moreover, the ongoing blockade of
the Strait of Hormuz has sent global oil prices spiking,

Rarp deﬁ1est1c 1nflat10n in the'U.S.. The
admi ratlo /_'s facifig massive public pressure to resolve
the efﬁ)re/econemm 1nstab1l1ty damages the)
déme/ stic pol1t1cal landscape V4 ) oy |

2. The 1 slamic Republlc of fran: Decades ofsanct1pns
compounded bythe complete blockade and the fallu/re of
the Islamabad Memorand}ams $S300 b1ll1on stab1l1zat1,0n
fund, have pushed the Iraman economy t0 the brink of
hypermflauonary collapse Followmg the February
decap1tat1on strikes, Iran’is eperatmg under'a fragﬂe
transitional leadership structure. The IBGC has™ -
consolidated domestic security, but they are hlg‘hly wary of
widespread c1vﬂlan uﬁrest if food and energy shortages
worsen. —
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3.The State of Israel: Israel’s facing intermittent rocket and
drone barrages from Hezbollah, Houthi forces in Yemen,
and Shia militias in Syria and Iraqg. The economic cost of
mobilizing hundreds of thousands of reservists and
maintaining the continuous. operations of the Iron Dome
and Arrow/air defefise systems is‘unsustainable. Israel
heayl’l'y Opposes any ceasefire that grants Iran Sanctions
relief withoat fereingthe total'dismantling ofits nuclear
centrifuges and the'disarmament of regional proxies.

4\The /Arab Gulf States (Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait,
Bahrain): These states-host critical U.S. military
command centers, thus, Irantargets these nations’
territories in retaliation to the U.S..Moreover, their oil
exports must pass‘through'the Strait6f Hormhuz these
nations are facing'severé/economic disruptions: SHipping
insurance rates have skyrocketed, and sevetal tankers
have been'seized or damaged in the crossfire;

5.The Mediators(Pakistan, Qatar, and Oman): These
nations are integral to any ceasefire negotiations, but
also, targets. Qatar’s Al Udeid Air Base, which hosts U.S.
forces, was recently targeted by Iranian retaliatory
strikes. For Pakistan, sharing a long land border with Iran
means any total collapse of the Iranian state would
trigger a massive refugee and security crisis in its
western provinces (Balochistan).
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6.Regional Armed Groups & Non-State Actors: The "Axis of
Resistance", though not formal parties to bilateral
treaties, these paramilitary groups are closely tied to
funding and support from Iran. With sanctions, their
ase.. Any ceasefire framework’s
erations
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THE EFFECTS AND IMPACTS
OF THE CONFLICT

1.Global Economic and Energy Crisis: With roughly 20%
of the world’s petroleum liquids paralyzed within the
Gulf, global crude prices-skyrocketed, breaching an

estim ;}f Sl4/.fﬁ‘ barrel Wwithin 48 hou‘r\s of the July

ritimeinsurance syndlcates have aemgnated

.. . rstén Gulf as a "Llsted Area® (max1mum risk),

ralsiﬁg hull war pfemitims by over 400%. The'sudden

| spﬂé in energy costs hasincreased manufacturmg and

\shif ing COStS, threatemng a severe Crisis across //i‘

W stern economLes and 1mport1ng nations.
| SR I { U,

2) Humanltarlan Crisis: Wi’th an estlmat d 12 OOO+ non—
combatant deaths sin¢e Feb 2026, a near-total collapse
in franian coastal ‘provinces, and’( evere shortages across
[ran-and parts of the Leyant, Iran is faczﬁlg a/Seyere
humanitarian crisis. ‘Moreover, a lack of O}HS

endangermg pe—ople'ﬁorldmde due todepleted energy.
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3.Regional and Multilateral Security Architecture:
Following the disruption of centralized command and
control in Tehran, various regional proxy factions within
the "Axis of Resistance" are beginning to act
autonomously. While-the ifiternational non-proliferation
framework’s credibility-is-depreciating. Neighboring
states/aré drivento increase defensé expenditures,
expand airfand-missile defense networks, and
recaldllate sécurity alliances—balancing formal security
guarantees with diplomatic hedging between Western
powers, China, andRussia.

4.1AEA Access & Saféguards Continuity: Conflict séverely
disrupts routine inspections, nuclear material traeking,
and surveillance. monitoring. A key térm of any/ceasefire
frameworkis restoring IAEA‘aecess to verify énrichment
thresholds, centrifuges, and stockpiles’to mitigate
breakout risks. The success-of monitoring nechanisms
within a ceasefife dictates broader globalnon-
proliferation norms;’setting benchmarks for how
targeted military interventions affect treaty compliance
and verification regimes.
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CASE STUDY 1: IRAQ KUWAIT (610)\') ) 1 (64 UNSC Resolution
687 (1991): / e N

Following, 9 —1991 Glf War, the UN Securﬁy Councﬂ
adopted e,solutlon 687 to,formally.end host111t1es between
Iraq and/fhe coalition, forces Rather than simply calling for a
ceasqflr;e/the resolution established a detailed-framework’
governing Iraq's post-war obllgatlons It created the Umt/ed
Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM) tojidentify and/
eliminate Iraq s weapoens of mass destructlon programmes
established a\demilitarized Zone ‘along‘the’ Iraq-Kudwait border
monitored- by a UN observer mission, lml/<ed the 11ft1ng of
sanctions.to Iraql compliance, and set up a c;émpe«nsatlon
mechanism:for victims of the confhct L

R o Ay —
> o N
e o .
o
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CASE STUDY 2: LEBANON - ISRAEL CONFLICT, UNSC
Resolution 1701 (2006):

Following the 34-day conflict between Israel and Hezbollah in
2006, the Security Counciladepted.Resolution 1701 to bring an
end to hostilities and stabilize.southern‘Lebanon: The
resolution""éalled forandmmediate cessation of attacks,
expanded/the'mahdate‘ofthe United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon{(UNIFIL) to monitér the cedsefire; and required that
no armed, groups other than'the Lebanese Armed Forces
operate/in southern Lebanon, It also emphasized humanitarian
access, for civilians and, called fon the disarmament of\armed
groups alongside respect forthe Blue Line:

CASE STUDY 3: IRAN-IRAQ WAR, UNSC Résolution 598 (1987):

After eight.years of conflict between Iran and/Irdq, the
Security Couneil-adopted Resolution 598in“an-effort to end
one of the longest conventional warsef the twentieth century.
The resolution demanded-an immediate ceasefire, required
both sides to withdraw to internationally recognized borders,
and asked the UN Secretary-General to deploy observers to
verify implementation. It also called for negotiations on the
exchange of prisoners of war and a broader post-conflict
settlement.
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KEY INTERNATIONAL BODIES
INVOLVED

1. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The UN'’s
primary nuc ear vgat‘éﬁdog, responsible forwverifying
compli /Q—f_;':! wi_t;(_lff"'/hgn-;p'i:oliferation agreements (like the
NPT aﬁd%ﬁie former JGPOA) and-actively monitoring
nuClea{ﬁ}natérial.ﬁ Following the-odtbreak of joint U.S.Israeli
strikes/ the/agency repotted a-total loss of "continuity of
knoyviedge“ across-Iran’s:declared nuclear-facilities, with
inspégtors currently having no situational awareness/
regarding Iran's centri'fuge/producti’on} heavy water/ /
inventory, or uranium emjichment levéls.___,,,f '

2.The Interna;ional"'Maritimq.-fOrggn-iiétion (IMQ): The UN
specialized agency responsible for the saféty/secufity, and
environmental performance of international shipping. The
IMO is on the frontlines of the Strait of Hormuz blockade,
attempting to implément a highly dangerous evacuation
plan for thousands of civilian seafarers stranded on
merchant vessels confined within the Gulf. On July 13,
2026, the IMO Council adopted a firm resolution
condemning the attacks on commercial ships, demanding
de-escalation, and explicitly rejecting any attempts to
impose tolls or charges on transit passage in accordance
with international law.
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3.The International Court of Justice (ICJ): The principal
judicial organ of the UN, responsible for settling legal
disputes submitted by member states and providing
advisory opinions on international law. While the UNSC
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QUESTIONS A RESOLUTION
MUST ANSWER

1.How will the resolution address the United States’ claim
of "preemptive individual and collective self-defense"
under Article 51 of the UNCharter?

2. Ho A@e /eso,Lutlon reconcﬂe the legal dlscrepancy
thf, UNCLOS framework (Wthh guarantees

unhﬂj ered "tran81t passage" through the Strait of
Hor{nuz and/Iran’'s domestic stanee (which only
“regzogmzes mnocent passage ' for non-ratlfymg states)?
3 What binding securlty rrre,asures can the UNSC/ lmpose to
guarantee unhindered passage for comrnerc1al shipping
through the Stra1t of Hormuz and Pers1ar1 Gulf? '

d 4 ot
4, What 11m1ts or verification. parameters /sﬂlouid be placed
on high-level uranium enrichment as'a condlt“ on for

long-term deIomatlc/normahzatLon? et

5.Under what specific timeline or compliance benchmarks
could UN or unilateral economic sanctions be
conditionally frozen or lifted?

6.How will the resolution legally account for the actions of

non-state actors (e.g., Hezbollah in Lebanon, Houthi
forces in Yemen, Shia militias in Iraq)?
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7.What specific demands will the resolution place on
regional proxy networks to secure Israel's northern and
southern borders?

v att

avoi wnitarian or
ceasefire (e. Q ct
: ?
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Past UNSC Resolutions - Case Studies UNSC Resolution 598 (1987). Iran-Iraq War
Ceasefire. https: //undocs.org/S/RES /598UNSC Resolution 687 (1991).

Gulf War Ceasefire Terms. https: //undocs.org/S/RES /687

UNSC Resolution 1701 (2006).
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Academic and Policy Sources
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Council on Foreign Relations, CFR. US-Iran Relations Timeline: 1953-2026.
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Policy Brief, 2026.
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